
REACH OUT ñMY BROTHERS AND SISTERS ñREACH OUT  

Calendar Dates  

Fri. Sept.18-NO SCHOOL 

Teacher In-Service  ASC Open 

Sun. Sept. 20-Catechetical 

Sunday 

Mon.-Fri. Sept.21-25-Iowa 

Test of Basic Skills 

Tues. Sept. 22-Mass lower 8:15 

a.m.  6th grade to Wildwood 

Wed. Sept. 23-Mass upper 8:15 

a.m.  Mid-Quarter grades out 

Thurs. Sept. 24-Confirmation 

parent info night 

Fri. Sept. 25-Spirit Day 

TRASH BAG PICKUP  

Sat. Sept.26ï Christ Renews 

His Parish Menôs Weekend 

TRASH BAG PICK UP  

Sun. Sept. 27-Christ Renews 

His Parish Menôs Weekend 

Mon. Sept. 28ï Sally Foster 

Sale Starts 

Tues. Sept. 29ï No Mass 

Wed. Sept. 30ï No Mass 

8101 W. 95th Street   Overland Park, Kansas  66212    Phone:913-381-7408   Fax:913-381-1312 Preschool: 913-381-7151 

September 17, 2009 

Sundayôs Gospel  

September 20 

Mark 9:30-37 

 
ñWhoever receives one child 

such as this in my name, re-

ceives me; and whoever re-

ceives me, receives not me but 

the one who 

sent me.ò 

 

 

Dear Parents:   

 

This Sundayôs Gospel is one of my favorites.  It is the essence of what we do at 

Holy Cross School.  I believe that it is the calling of every Catholic educator to 

receive each and every child as Jesus Christ.  The children come to us with aca-

demic strengths and challenges, with personal strengths and challenges, and 

many times dealing with things in their lives that we adults would find crippling.  

It is up to us to open ourselves to their needs and serve as Jesus would serve.   

 

I pray each and every morning that I am up to this challenge.  I know that alone 

I can not possibly do all the things that need to be done in order for your chil-

dren to receive all that they need.  It is only through the strength I receive from 

our Lord and with the support of the teachers, staff, and Holy Cross community 

that I can have success (no matter how large or small). 

 

Godôs Blessings, 

 

 

Mary Jo 
 

HELP HOLY CROSS SCHOOL WIN A SMARTBOARD FOR THE  

LIBRARY  

 

We are in FIRST PLACE RIGHT NOW!!!!  

 
*Shop at Hy-Vee during Sept. & Oct. 

*Earn points for every $20 in Procter & Gamble products you buy in a single 

transaction 

*Find the promotional code on your receipt 

*Enter the code on www.Hy-VeeSMARTPoints.com and choose our school 

*For more information see the flyer in this newsletter. 

SAFETY REMINDER 

 

Please DO NOT park in the Fire Lane in the front circle drive.  This puts our 

school and our students at risk.   



Multi -Tier System of Supports 

ñMTSSò 
 

MTSS is an education initiative being implemented in both public and private 

schools in the State of Kansas. 

 
The Goal: 

Provide an integrated systemic approach to meeting the needs of all students and using 

resources in the most effective and efficient wayðenabling every child to be successful. 
www.kansasmtss.org 

The Tiers of Instruction 

 

 Tier 1: The regular classroom instruction that all students receive. 

 

 Tier 2: Some students need additional target instruction to meet their learning potential. 

 

 Tier 3:  A few students need intensive instruction to meet their learning needs. 

MTSS at Holy Cross 
 

We are focusing on reading/language skills. 

Tier 1 instruction is provided by the classroom teacher and includes reading and lit-

erature, phonics, spelling, grammar, and writing. 

Tier 2 instruction time is built in to the classroom schedule.  Students are placed into 

flexible groups based on classroom performance, data analysis, and teacher observa-

tion.  This instruction is provided by the classroom teachers, the Learning Center 

teachers, and the Library staff.  Tier 2 groups will be working on targeted areas of 

need that are shared by the student in each group, and could focus on an area of 

remediation, deeper instruction on grade level concepts/skill, or enhancement/

enrichment activities. 

Tier 3 is scheduled for individual students and is provided by our Learning Center 

teachers and/or by the Shawnee Mission School District 

If you have a child in grades K-6 you will be receiving a note in the very near future letting you know what 

your child will be working on during the MTSS Tier 2 Time.  If you have questions feel free to contact the 

teacher.   

 

Please Note:  The skill area and the group for your child is flexible.  This means it will change throughout the 

school year as your childôs needs change. 

 

If you have a child in Junior High there will be information in next weekôs newsletter about how we are imple-

menting  MTSS for the 7th & 8th graders 



PTO Prayer Services in our New Chapel 

 
PTO is organizing monthly Rosary Prayer Services for parents to be held in our new school chapel.  Each month, we will pray for 

a specific grade level and, although all are welcome, weôll extend a special invitation to the parents of students in that grade.  In 

September, we will be praying for each child and teacher of the sixth grade by name as well as lifting up to God the special, pri-

vate intentions of the sixth grade class.  The sixth grade service coincides roughly with their upcoming trip to Wildwood and 

will be held on Monday, September 21 at 8:10 a.m.  It should last about thirty minutes.  The new chapel is located on the lower 

level of the school, just inside the back double metal doors, on the right.  We recognize that not everyone prays the rosary as their 

regular means of prayer, so you do not need to have a rosary or know how to pray it to be able to participate, as all prayers will be 

provided for you to follow along.   The time for each prayer service will be at 8:10 a.m. and the scheduled dates for each grade is 

as follows: 

 

Monday, Sept. 21:  Focus:  Sixth Grade; Special Event: Wildwood trip 9/22 

Thursday, Oct. 15:  Focus:  Eighth Grade; Special Event:  8th Grade Retreat 10/16 

Monday, Nov. 9:    Focus:  Pre-School 

Monday, Dec. 7:    Focus:  Kindergarten & First Grade 

Monday, Jan. 11:  Focus: Third Grade 

Monday, Feb. 8:    Focus: Fourth Grade 

Monday, Mar. 8:   Focus: Fifth Grade 

Monday, Apr. 12:  Focus: Second Grade; Special Event: First Communion 4/17 or 4/24 

Monday, May 10:  Focus: Seventh Grade; Special Event: 7th Grade Retreat on 7/17 

 

Opportunity to Pray for our School every Week 
 

PTO is also organizing a weekly rosary prayer time for parents to pray for the whole school beginning Monday, 9/28 at 8:10 a.m.  

This will be held every Monday when school is in session.  Once a month we will focus on a specific grade level and pray for 

each child in that grade by name.  There will be a ñBook of Intentionsò in the chapel where parents, staff or students can write an 

intention that they would like those in attendance each week to pray for.  All are welcome to come to any of these prayer times 

for our school. 

LUNCHROOM VOLUNTEERS: 

 

Monday  9-21-09  Kristi Young, Felipe Torres and ????? 

Tuesday  9-22-09  Brenda Power, Paul Hocevar and Ellen Jones 

Wednesday 9-23-09  Joel Campos, Felipe Torres, and ????? 

Thursday 9-24-09  Erin Molony, ????? and  ????? 

Friday  9-25-09  Allece Ascher, Joel Campos and ????? 

                                     

THANKS SO MUCH TO ALL OF YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

Please contact Rita Binns at extension # 25 or email rbinns@hccsmail.com for lunchroom volunteer opportunities.  Typical 

volunteer time is 11:00-1:00.  We serve and then clean up.  We would appreciate very much, two volunteers everyday.  

Benefits: enjoy a complimentary lunch; spend time with your child during their school day------PRICELESS! 

TRASH BAG VOLUNTEERS NEEDED     
We are in need of volunteers to help with trash bag pickup/delivery on the following dates: 
 
Friday, September 25

th
   5:00 ï 6:30 

Saturday, September 26
th
 11:00 ï 1:00 

 
Please contact Melissa Nielsen if you are able to help and for more information:  nielsen@everestkc.net  or 962-5852 

mailto:rbinns@hccsmail.com
mailto:nielsen@everestkc.net


           

 

  

September  17, 2009 
 

SMART Points.  SMART Reward. 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
IŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƴ ŀ {a!w¢ .ƻŀǊŘϰ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƛǘŜōƻŀǊŘΗ {a!w¢ 
.ƻŀǊŘϰ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƛǘŜōƻŀǊŘǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎΣ 

inspiring a higher education within a more creative environment. 
 
Every $20 of Procter & Gamble products* purchased at Hy-Vee, in a sin-
gle transaction, earns you 100 SMART Points to donate to our school. 
Printed on your receipt will be a promotional code to be entered on 
www.Hy-VeeSMARTPoints.com. Once the code is entered, you can 

choose to donate your points to our school.   
 
More than 125 schools with the most points will win!**  Visit the promo-
ǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ {a!w¢ .ƻŀǊŘϰ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ 

whiteboard. Earn SMART Points by visiting Hy-Vee from September 1, 2009 ς October 31, 2009. 
 

We encourage you to share the details of this promotion with your friends and family during the pro-
motional period, and invest in the future of our school.  

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mary Jo Gates 
 
*Participating P&G Brands: Align®, Always®, Aussie®, Bounce®, Bounty®, Braun®, Camay®, Cascade®, 
Charmin®, Cheer®, Clairol®, Cover Girl®, Crest®, Dawn®, Downy®, Duracell®, Era®, Febreze®, Fixodent®, 
Gain®, Gillette®, Gleem®, Head & Shoulders®, Herbal Essences®, Hydrience®, Iams®, Infusium®, Ivory®, 
Joy®, Kandoo®, Luvs®, Max Factor®, Metamucil®, Mr. Clean®, Natural Instincts®, Nice & Easy®, Nox-
zema®, Olay®, Old Spice®, Oral B®, Pampers®, Pantene®, Pepto Bismol®, Prilosec OTC®, Pringles®, 
Puffs®, Pur®, Safeguard®, Scope®, Secret®, Swiffer®, Tampax®, Tide®, Vicks®, Zest®. 
 
** Qualified schools will be grouped according to geographic location. Point totals will be divided by the 
number of students enrolled in each of the participating schools. Qualifying schools with the most 
points per grouping wins.  Program ends 10/31/09.  See website for official rules.  

http://www.Hy-VeeSMARTPoints.com





